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A  N  N  U  A  L  REPORT 


of  the 

IffiDICAL _ OFFICER _ OF _ HEALTH. 

19  4  6. 

Mr.  Chairman ,  Lady  &  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  I  deal  briefly  in  this  report  with  matters  within 
my  responsibility  regarding  public  health  and  preventive 
medicine : - 


GENERAL  STATISTICS' 


Area  ( in  acres)  ...  .  .  .  ...  ... 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population., 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ... 


o  ft 

0  ft 


113,025 

16,530, 

5,609 


000  ©0»  0  w  »  0  ft  0 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate. c 

0  0  • 

0  ©  9 

»  0  0 

coo 

£86,522. 

£357- 

vital  STATISTICS. 

Births  -  Legitimate 

Males 

175 

Females  Totals. 

H 9“  32S 

Illegitimate 

JL2 

11 

J3. 

187 

160 

347 

Rate  for 

District 

Rate  for 
England  &  Wales 

*R i r t b  R, a t e  ©©©  0  ©  0  0©© 

21.0 

19.1 

De  ath  Rate  •  *  »  »  0  «  «  «  •  <>  *  • 

11.6 

11.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  live  births  ...  ... 

23.0 

43.0 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

Males 

2 

Females 

Influenza  »  .  ...  ...  ... 

1 

- 

Cancer  of  uterus  .  .  . .  . . .  ... 
Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. . .  ... 
Cancer  of  breast  ...  ...  ...  ... 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites..  ...  ... 

4 

12 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Diabetes  ...  ..  ....  ...  ... 

- 

1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  . 

12 

11 

Heart  disease.  o.o  ...  ...  ... 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system... 

29 

40 
_ 1 

Carried  forward 

65 

63 

1 


I 


t 


Causes  of  Death  (Continued). 


Males . 


Females . 


Brought  forward 

Bronchitis  .  .  ...  ... 

Pneumonia  ...  . 

Other  respiratory  diseases... 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

Nephrit is  ...  . 


65 

4 
3 
1 

1 

3 

5 


Premature  Birth. . 

Congenital  malformation  -  birth 

infant  diseases. 


«  O  •  V  o 

injury 

•  0  •  0  a 


2 

1 

♦ 


Suicide 

Road  traffic  accident.. 
Other  violent  causes... 
All  other  causes 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 


63 

3 

5 

1 

3 

5 

2 


2 

1 

1 

11 
9 1 


1: _ PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

J.  Young:  M.B.  ,  Ch.B.i  D.P.H,  (Camb.) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Leicestershire  & 
Rutland  Combined  Districts  in  v/hich  this  District  is 
included. 

L.  Hesford  -  Sanitary  Inspector 

Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Examination  Joint  Board,  Meat  Inspector, 

Smoke  Inspector. 

W.P.  Elliott  -  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Examination  Joint  Board. 

A.L,  Sleath  -  Ass istant  Sanitary  Inspector 
2.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


The  following  examinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year 
in  the  County  Laboratory  and  the  Emergency  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Leicester 


Milk  examinations  (bacteriological) 
Swabs  for  diphtheria. = .  ...  ... 

Sputa  for  T.B...  ...  ...  ... 

Milk  for  Phosphatase  Test  , . .  ... 

Sewage  &  water  analyses  • • •  • * • 

Urine  (general  and  bacteriological) 
Films  for  gonococci  ...  ...  ... 

Blood  for  Wassermann  and  other  tests 
Urine  for  T.B....  ...  ...  ... 

F  ae  ces  ...  ...  ...  »-.  ... 

Blood  Counts  ...  ...  ...  00. 

Miscellaneous  ...  o».  ...  ... 


485  • 
56 
40 
8 
31 
11 
6 

10 

3 

280 

2 

4 

936 


2 


*«  1 


♦ 


t 


I 


SMUASX-CIRCumstances  of  the  area 

(i)  'WATER 


2. 


Number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 

(a)  from  wells. .  . 

(b)  from  piped  supply . . . 

Results  of  samples  taken: - 


from  wells 

from  piped  supply 

Number  of  wells :- 

( a)  closed  ... 

(b)  cleansed  . . . 


Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory  20 

Satisfact  ry  9 
Unsatisfactory  Nil 


O  o  •  O  i  • 


Number  of  cases  in  which  piped 
substituted  for  well  water... 


supply  was 


1 


Number 

supply 


of  Parishes  without  a  piped  water 


19 


Number  of  Parishes  with  piped  water  supply :- 

(a)  from  public  mains.  . ..  . ..  .  ..  n 
(b;  from  private  reservoirs.  „  ,  ,  „  t. 


The  quality 
wells  is  doubtful 
has  been  carried  out 


of  some  of  the  existing  supplies  from 
and  sampling  of  some  of  the  public  wells 


( 1 i )  URAINAGU_AND_SE WER AGE 


(i) 


Number  of  cesspools 
end  of  1946 
Number  of  cesspools 
y  e  ar  ...  , , . 

Number  of  cesspools 
year  ...  . . . 


in  the  District  at  the 

°  1  •  _  •  °  •  • » .  ...  542 

abolished  during  the 

•  .  .00  .00  — 

constructed  during  the 

°  *  ...  .  -  .  . ,  0  3 


C L  OSET  AC C  0MT\ '  OP  4?  T  DAT 


(ii) 


Total  number  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  I946:- 


( a)  Privies . .  . . . 

(b)  Pail  Closets.  . 

(c)  Water  Closets . . 


806 

3232 

1299 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


( iii) 


+  u  ^®^ly  collections  of  household  refuse  are  carried 
out  by  the  Council  s  Scavengers  in  all  villages,  the 
reluse  being  taken  to  tips  and  covered  up.  Weekly 
collections  of  nightsoil  are  carried  out  by  the 

f  Sc?Venge^s  in  a11  the  villages ,  the  nightsoil 
being  taken  to  arable  land  and  ploughed  in. 

SALVAGE 


Salvage  is  collecte 
once  every  fortnight,  and 
on  application.  Salvage 
bones,  rags,  glass,  iron, 
cardboard  of  all  kinds, 
pig  food. 


d  by  the  Council  Scavengers 
special  collections  are  made 
material  consists  of  tins, 
brass,  aluminium,  paper  and 
Also  string,  rubber  and  waste 
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J 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


r 

https://archive.org/details/b29795680 


(iv)  SANITARY  inspection  of  the  area 


The  particulars  given  under  this  Heading  are 
thisPReport^  lnclut3ing  Particulars  given  elsewhere 


for 

in 


Total  number  of  complaints  received 
Total  number  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  ...  . 


264 

463 


Inspections 


Animal  keeping  2 
Bakehouses  24 
Dairies  and  cowsheds  380 
Drainage  works  226 
Dwelling  houses  (all  purposes)  782 
Food  premises  28 
Rats  and  mice  destruction  84 


Refuse  collection  and  disposal  653 
Shops  21 
Schools  1 
Slaughter  houses  and  Meat 


Inspection  28 
Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc  12 
Verminous  premises  and  scabies  41 
Water  supplies  261 
Workshops  etc,  36 
Other  Inspections  72 


Re-visits 

3 

8 

38 

91 

242 

9 

125 

118 

11 

8 

8 

6 

12 
74 
14 
_ 25. 

822 


notice^ 


Preliminary 

Outstanding  on.  1st  January 
Issued  during  the  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Statutory  action  necessary 
Outstanding  31st  December 

Statutory 

Outstanding  1st  January 
Issued  during  the  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Outstanding  31st  December 

(v)  SHOPS 


Housing 

Other 

9 

19 

118 

49 

106 

41 

3 

44 

21 

27 

1 

3 

44 

4 

44 

Action  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Provisions  of  the 
Shops  Act,  1934:- 


Outstanding  from  Defects 
Previous  Year  Found 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  -  2 

Temperature 
Ventilation 

(vi)  regulated  buildings 


De  fects  Outstanding 

Remedied  31st  Dec. 


1 


Common  Lodging  Houses 


There  are  no  Common  Lodging 
Houses  in  the  area- 


Tents,  v'ans,  3heds,  etc,-  There  are  two  Vans  in  the  District 

and  12  inspections  were  made. 


\  .  ”  \  r  . 


I 


•.-Pf 


l 

•V* 


I 


- 


(vii)  SCHOOLS 


1. 


The  sanitary  conditions  at  several  of  the  Schools 

Author  itieqShaCthry '  attenti°"  of  the  S Tool 

fX^es  haf  been  called  to  remedy  the  defects 

The  water  supply  is  mostly  from  pumps.  Sight  Schools 
are  piped  from  the  Council  s  mains  ochools 

INSPSCTIuN  AND.  SUPERVISION  OF  F  OOP „ 

MILK  SUPPLY. 


Cow keepers 


Number  on  the  Register  ...848 
Number  of  inspections  of 

premises  . . 320 

Number  of  contraventions 
outstanding  from  previous 
year  ...  ...  . . .  ...  77 

Number  of  contraventions  found 
during  the  year  ...  .  .  .  21 

Number  of  contraventions 
remedied  during  the  year...  44 
Number  of  contraventions 
outstanding  31st  December..  54 


Dairymen  or 

Purveyors  of 
Milk  other  than 
Cowkeeper  sT  ~ 

287 

118 

14 

22 

19 

17 


Cleans ing 
Structural 
alterations 
Utensils 
Other 


42 t  a 1_C on tr a ve n t ions 

Outstanding  from  Found  during  Remedied  Outstanding 

Year  du7I~ear~Tgri^ 


21 


17 


27 


11 


59 

5 

6 


14 

10 

2 


26 

8 

2 


47 

7 

6 


232  samples 

examination,  203  being 


of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
satisfactory  and  29  unsatisfactory. 


4M-MI4K  -(SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936  and  1938 . 


~  ,  ■*'w?  suPPlement ary  licences  have  been  issued  in  respect 

Of  Pasteur  136 cl  milk.  One  Pasteurising  Plant  has  been  lieenaed 
and  one  bottling  licence  for  "Tuberculin  Tested"  Milk  was  granted 

2 .  M4AI-AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Private  Slaughter  Houses 

Number  of  knacker  yards  in  the  district 
Number  of  visits  to  knacker  yards  ... 

Meat  Shops,  Meat  Stores,  etc.:- 


Number  of  inspections  ... 

4I^ACE3_trHERE_F00D  ( OTHER  THAN  MEAT )  ARE  KEPT  OR 
I1EPARED_F0R  SALE.  - - - — 

Number  of  inspections  .  .  ...  .  . 
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( 


1. 


2 . 


HO  U  S  I  N  G 


INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DTTff TNH-  TRt?  YEAR 


(1) 

(2) 


(3) 


(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose, 
(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  . . 

(b;  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  . 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ... 


362 

385 


323 

340 


31 


67 


R£M3E>Y  OF  PE ffE  CT  g_I)UR  I NG  THE  YE-ftRjyiTHOUT  SERVICE  OP  FORMAL 

NOTICE.  “ 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers* ••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,  ,  ,  ... 

3 •  HOUSING  _ACT  ,  1936  -  PART  IV  -  OVERCROWDING. 

(1)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year.  .  . . .  . 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ... 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ... 

(2)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  . ,  , , ,  , , , 

(3)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...... 

(4)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ... 

PREVALENCE  of  and  control  over  infect i ous 
M5_0THER_DISEASES  . 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  Year, 


DISEASE 

1946:- 

Total  Cases 

Cases  Admitted 

Tot  al 

Scarlet  Fever 

Notified 

28 

to  Hospital 

21 

Deaths 

W hooping  Cough 

35 

Diphtheria 

5 

5 

Erysipelas 

4 

Measle  s 

57 

1 

Pneumonia 

24 

8 

Dysentery 

290 

1 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

The  Dysentery  cases  occurred  in  those  parts  of  the 
district  in  close  proximity  to  Melton  Mowbray,  at  a  time  when 
there  was  a  considerable  epidemic  in  the  town. 


39 


128 

232 

828 

55 

50 

167 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  Over  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 


AGE 

GROUP 

S 

AGE 

GROUPS 

Scarlet 
Fever , 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Diphther ia 

Ac . 

Poliomyelitis 

Under  1 

- 

3 

- 

— 

- 

1  - 

1 

12 

12 

— 

- 

3  - 

5 

7 

10 

— 

- 

5  - 

12 

9 

17 

3 

-  j 

10  - 

3 

2 

11 

1 

- 

15  - 

4 

1 

5 

— 

- 

25  and  over 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1  1 

AGE 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

GROUPS 

Under  5 

2 

43 

5  - 

2 

55 

15  - 

2 

7 

106 

45  - 

1 

8 

82 

65  and  over 

1 

3 

4 

Age  unknown 

2 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS 


AGE 

GROUPS 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Puli] 

jonary 

Non-m 

ilmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  5 

- 

— 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-15 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  -  25 

- 

3 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

25  -  35 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - « 

1 

— 

- 

— 

2 

- 

— 

- 

Over  45 

“ 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- — s? 
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MELTON  AND  BELVOIR  RURAL  DISTRICT 


\ 


EXISTING  WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Parishes  of  Ab  Kettle by,  Asfordby, 

Broughton  and  Dalby,  Clawson  and  Harby ,  Stathern; 

Waltham  (Thorpe  Arnold  Ward),  Eaton  (Eastwell  Ward), 
Somerby  part,  Burton  and  Dalby  (Burton  Ward),  Sproxton 
(Sproxton  and  Saltby  Wards),  Gaddesby,  and  Hoby ,  are 
supplied  from  the  Council's  mains. 

Stand  pipes  are  not  provided,  the  services 
being  laid  on  to  the  Consumer's  premises. 

There  is  no  indication  of  any  tendency  to 
plumbo-solvency . 

The  Parishes  of  Belvoir,  Buckminster 
(Buckminster  Ward) ,  Grimston  (Saxelbye  Ward)  Knossington 
(Cold  Overton  Ward)  are  supplied  by  private  piped 
supplies  of  limited  quantity 

The  rest  of  the  District  is  supplied  from 
public"  and  private  wells.  The  majority  of  the  wells 
are  'shallow  wells'  of  doubtful  quality  and  in  many 
cases  insufficient  in  quantity  during  dry  periods. 
Shortages  have  been  experienced,  particularly  in  the 
Parishes  of  Wymondham,  Hoby,  Grimston  and  Saxelbye,  and 
it  was  necessary  to  restrict  supplies  during  the  summer 
and  autumn  months  on  the  Joint  Water  Supply  Scheme . 

The  Council  are  at  present  investigating 
sources  of  supply  with  a  view  to  providing  a  piped 
water  supply  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district. 


8 
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scabies 

A  Centre  was  opened  in  May ,  1942,  for  the  out¬ 
patient  treatment  of  Scabies  cases  from  the  Mel top  & 
Belvoir  Rural  and  the  Melton  Mowbray  Urban  Districts. 

36  cases  were  treated  during  the  year. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

During  1946,  316  children  under  5*  and  35 
children  over  5  were  immunised. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  the  district  83°/°  of 
the  children  under  five,  and  91 %  of  the  children  over 
5  have  had  protective  treatment,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  this  is  very  satisfactory  in  a  large  Rural  District 
where  there  are  considerable  distances  to  travel 

Continuous  propaganda  is  kept  up  by  your 
Health  Department;  when  a  child  reaches  its  first 
birthday  the  parents  receive  a  birthday  card  reminding 
them  that  the  tiise  has  come  when  treatment  should  commence. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  this  personal  message  leads  many 
parents  to  come  into  the  scheme. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  YOUNG, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


-  9  - 

10,  High  Street, 

MELTON  May  BRAY. 


